Genetics of malignant pleural mesothelioma: molecular markers and biologic targets.
MPM is a poorly understood lethal malignancy. Although the pathobiology of MPM is not completely elucidated, new genomic technology is likely to help shed light on the mechanisms of carcinogenesis through genome-wide screening of tumor-specific gene expression. Related efforts to identify the molecular markers of mesothelioma are pursued with the aim of refining current diagnostic capabilities, predicting prognosis, and designing appropriate trimodality programs. These new genomic tools also will assist efforts to tailor current adjuvant and neoadjuvant therapies, optimizing their effect and furthering research that may lead to new therapeutic options.